Using administrative data to analyze the prevalence and distribution of schizophrenic disorders.
In order to effectively plan and implement psychiatric services, a clear estimate of the prevalence and distribution of the population in need is required. The authors examined the use of administrative data as a means of estimating the prevalence and distribution of schizophrenic disorders. Administrative health services data for residents of the Canadian province of British Columbia in the age range 15 to 65 years (total population in 1997-1998 of 2,703,588) were examined over a three-year period. Potential cases of schizophrenic disorder were identified on the basis of the presence of a diagnostic code of 295 in one or more of three databases. One-year prevalence rates were estimated for each of the province's geographic regions, and associations with low income and unemployment were examined. One-year prevalence rate estimates were.45 cases per 100 population in 1996-1997 and 1997-1998 and.42 cases per 100 in 1998-1999. The prevalence estimates of all 88 local health areas in the province were consistent across the three-year period; Pearson correlations were determined to be approximately.9. One-year contact prevalence rates for schizophrenic disorders were significantly correlated in all three years to the percentage of persons with low income in the individual geographic regions but were not correlated with unemployment rates. In areas with well-developed health services, analyses of administrative data appear to provide cost-effective means of examining the prevalence and distribution of schizophrenic disorders.